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By Jfaac Bickerftaff Efq; 





Quicquid agunt Homines noftri Farrago Libebi. 





From Saturday May 14. to Tuefday May.17. i7og. © | 


_ White's Chocolate-Hoisfe, May 15. 
o™ IR Thomas, of this Houfe, has thow'd me 
foine Letters from the Rath, which give 
Atcounts of what pafles among the good 
Company of that Place; and allow’d me 
_ to tranfcribe one of ’em, that feems to be 
writ by fome of Sir Thomas's patticular Acquain- 

tance, and is as follows: 


Dear Knight, , | — 
I Defire you ywould give my humble Service to 
all our Erienuls, which I {peak of to you (out 

of Method) in the very ~~ of. my Epiftle, 
left the prefent Diforders, by which. this Seat of 
Gallantry and Pleafure is torn to Pieces, fhould 
make me forget it. You keep fo good Company, 
that you know Bath is ftock’d with fuch as come 
hither to be reliev’d from luxuriant Health, or ima- 

inary Sicknefs, and confequently is always as well 
bw with Gallants as Invalids, who live together 
ina very good Underftanding. But the Seafon is fo 
early, that our fine Company 1s not yet arriv'd ; and 
the Warm Bath, which in Heathen Times was dedi- 
cated to Veaus, is now usd only — as really 
want it for Health’sSake, There are however agood 
many Strangers, among whom are Two ambitious 
Ladies, who being both in their Autumnal Time of 
Life, take the Opportunity of placing themfelves at 
the Head of fuch as we are, before the Chloe's, Cla- 
i, and Pafforella’s come down. One of thefe 

wo is exceffively in Pain, that the Ugly Being call'd 
Time has Wings fo {wift, that he will make Wrin- 
kles in Spite of the Lead Forehead-Cloth ; ‘and there- 
fore hides, with the Gaiety of her Air, the Volubi- 
lity of her Tongue, and Quicknefs of her Motion, 
thie Injuries which he has done her. The other La- 
dy is but two Years behind her in Life, and dreads 
as much being laid afide as the former’: Confequent- 
ly, has taken the neceflary Precautions to prevent 
her Reign over us. But the is very difcreet, and 
wonderfully turn’d for Ambition, being. never ap- 


parently tranfported either with Affection or Ma-— 


lice. Thus, while Florimel is talking in Publick, 
and fpreading her Graces in Affemblies, to gain a 
Popular Dominion over our Diverfions, Pradentia 
vitae ~~ cunningly all the Lame, the Splenati 
and the Superannuated, who have their di 
Clafles of Followers and Friends, Among thefe, 
fhe has found that forge body has fent down prin- 
ted Certificates of Florimel’s Age, which fhe has read 
and diftrjbuted ‘to this unjoyful Set of People, 
who are’ always Enemies to thofe in Poflefion 
of the good Opinion of the Company. This un- 


provokd Injury done by Pradentia, was the firft 
Occafion of our fatal Divifions here, and a Declara- 
tion of War between thefe Rivals. Florimel has 
' gbundance of Wit, which the has lavith’d in de- 
- crying, Pradentia, and giving Defiance to her little 
Arts. For an Initance of her fuperior Power, fhe 
befpoke the Play of Lerander the Great, to be acted 





by the Company of Strollers, and defired u all to be 
there on Thur day laf, When the {poke to me to. 
come, 4s you are, faid the, a Lover, you will not fail 
the Death of Alexander : The Pajfton of Love is wonder- 
fully bit Statixa! Ob that happy Woman--- To have « 
Conqueror at her Feet-—- But you'll be fure to be there, 
I, and’ feveral others, refolv’d to be of her Party. 
But fee the irrefiftible Strength of that unfufpected 
Creature, a Silent Woman. Prudentia had counter- 
plotted us, and had befpoke on the fame Evening 
the Poppet-Show of The Creation of the World. She 
had engag’d-every Body to bethere, and, to turn our 
Leader into Ridicule, had fecretly let ‘em know, that 
the Poppet Eve was made the moft like Florimel that 
ever was fee. On Thurfday Morning, the Poppet- 
Drummer, Adam, and Eve, and feveral others who 
liv'd before the Flood, pats‘d through the Streets on 
Horieback, to invite us all to the Paftime, and the 
Reprefentati-.n of fuch Things as we all knew to be 
true; and Mr. Mayor. was fo wife as. to prefer thefe 
upnocent People the Poppets, who, he faid, were to- 
repreient Chriftians, betore the wicked Players, wha 
were to thow: Alexander, an Heathen Philotopher; 
To be thort, this Prudentia had fo laid it, that at 
Ten of Clock Footmen were fent to take Places at 
the Poppet-Show, and all we of Florimel’s Party 
were go be out of Fafhion, or defert her. We chote 
the lattam All the World crowded to Prudentia’s 
Houfe, because it was giv’n out, no body could get 
in. When we came to Noah's Flood in the Show, 
Punch and his Wife were introduc’d dancing in the 
Ark. An honeft plain Friend of Florimel’s, but a 
Critick withall, rofe up in the midft of the Repre- 
fentation, and made many very od Exceptions to 
the Drama it felf, and told us, That it was againft 
all Morality, as well as Rules of theStage, that 
Punch thould be in Jeft in the Deluge, or indeed 
that he dhould ap, .ar at all. This was certainly a 
juft Remark, and J thought to fecond him; but 
he was huis by Pradentia’s Party; upon which 
really, Sir Thomas, we who were his Friends hifs'd 
him too, Old Mrs, Petwlant defir'd both her Daugh-_ 
ters to _ the Moral ; se ng co ge 
refs, This is very proper for you eople to fee, 
Punch at the End of the Play ada Wels Prudes 
tia a Compliment, and was very civil to the whole 
Company, making, Bows till his Buttons touch’d 
theGround. All was carried triumphantly againft 
our Party. Inthe mean Time Florimel went to the 
Tragedy, drefs’d as fine as Hands could make her, 
in Hopes to fee Pradentia pine away with Envy : 
Inftead of that, fhe fat a full Hour alone, and at 
laft wasentertain'd with this whole Relation fom 
Statira, who wip'd her Eyes with her Tragical-cut 
Handkerchief,'and lamented the Ignorance of the 
Quality. Florimel was {tung with this Affront, and 
the next Day beipoke the Poppet-Show. Prudentia, 
infolent with Power, beipoke Alexander. The whole 
‘Company came then to Alexander. Madam Petu- 
lant defix'd her Daughters to mind the Moral, “ 

























































SS asa ss SS << = 
. 




















—$——————— 


= ———— 























SS 


















































believe no Man's fair Words ; For yon'l Jee, Children, 
faid the, thefe Soldiers are never to be depended upon ; 
they are fommetimes here, fometimes there-- Don't ‘you fee; 
Daughter Betty, Colonel Clod, oxr next Neighbour 
' in our County, pulls off his Hat to you? Court'fie, good 
Child, bis Eftate is juft by us, Florimel was now inot- 
tified down to Prodemria’s Humour, and Pradentia 
exalted into hers. This was obferv'd: Florimet ‘in- 
vites us to the ae a Second Time, Prudenjia to 
the Show. Sce the Uncertainty of Human Affairs! 
Tlie Beaux, the Wits, the Gametters, the Prues, the 
Coquets, the Valetudinarians, and Gallants, all 
now wait upon Florimel. This is the State of Things 
at this prefent Date ;.and if there happens any new 
mmotions, you fhall have immediate Advice 


from, 
SIR, 


Your Affectionate Friend and Servant. 
Bath, May 11. 1709. 


T CASTABELLA. 
Malin, 

" Thave the Honour of a Letter from a Friend of 
yours, relating to an Ih-civitity done you at the 
Opera, by one of your own Scx; but I, who was 
an Eyc-witnefs of the Accident, can teftify to you, 
that tho’ fhe prefs'd betore you, the loft her Ends 
in-that Defign; for the was taken Notice of for no 
other Reafoti, but her Endeavours to hide a finer 
Woman than her felt, But iffdeed, M'dare not go far- 
ther in this Matter than juft this bare Mention ; for 
tho’ it was taking your Place of Right, rather than 
Place of Precedence, yet it is fo tender a Point, and 
‘fuch as on which the very Life of Female Ambi- 
tion depends, that it is of the laft Confequence to 
meddle in it: All my H are from your beauti- 
ful Sex; and thofe bright Eyes, which are the Bane 
of others, are my only Sun-thine, My Writingsare 
facred to you; and I hope, 1 fhall always have 
the good Fortune to live under your Protection ; 
therefore ‘take this publick Opportunity to figmify 
to all the World, That { defign to torbcar any 
Thing that may in the leaft tend tothe Diminution 
of your Intereft, ‘Repgtation, or Power. . You'll 
therefore forgive me, that I {trive to conceal any 
Wrong Step made'by any who have the Honour to 
wear Petticoats ; and {hal at all Times do what. is 
in my Power, to make all Mankind as much their 
Slaves as my felf. it they would confider Things 
as they ought, there needs not’much Argument. to 
be uted to convince ‘em, that it is their Fate to be 
obedient to you, and that -your greateft Rebels do 
only ferve with a worfe Grace. 


I am, 
MADAM, 
Your moft Obedjens, and moft Humble Servant, 
May 16th. heat 
ISAAC BICKERSTAFF. 


St Fames’s Coffce-houje, May 16. 
- “Letters from the Hagse, bearing Date the 21ft In- 
ftant, NV. 5. advite, Fhat his Grace the Duke of 
Marlborough, tiving been kept off at Sea for the 
Space of three Days, arrived there on Saturday laft 
in’ the Mornigg. ‘His Grace immediately fent his 
Secretary to the Prefident and‘ the Penfionary, to 
‘acquaint them with its Arrival. Soon after, thete 
Minifters vifized the Duke, and made him Com- 
‘pliments in the Name of the States Genetal ; after 
which they enter’d inio a Conterence with him on 
the prelent Pofture of Affairs, and gave his Grace 


.tion, who has been always remarkable for a 





Affurances of the firm Adheietice of the States to 
the Ajliance: At the fame Time acquainting hun, 
Thatall Overtures of Peace were rejected, “till they 
had an Opportunity of acting in Congett with their 
Alfies.on that Subject. After this Interview, the 
Fenfiormry aind the Prefident return’d to the At- 
fembly of the States. Monficur Torfi has had a 
Conference at the Penfioner’s Houfe with his Grace © 
the Duke of AZaslborough, Prince Engene, and his 
Excellency the Lord Townfhend. The Retult of 
what was debated at that Time is kept fecret ; but 
there appears an Air of Satisfaction and good Un- 
derttanding between thefe Minifters. We are apt 
allo to give.our felves very hopeful Profpects trom 
Monfieur Torf's being employ'd in this Negotia- 
been always: rticu- 
lar Way of Thinking, in hisSente, of the Coustasts 
of France ; which he has always faid, Was t0 be pro- 
moted rather by the Arts of Peace, than thofe of War, 
His delivering himielf freely on this Subject, has 
formerly appear'd an unacceptable Way to Power 
in that Court; but in its prefent Circumftances 
thofe Maxiths are better receiv'd; and it is thought 
a certain Argument of the Sincerity of the French 
King's Intentions, that this Minifter is at prefent 
made ufé of The Marquis is to return to Parit 
within few Days, who has fent a Courier thither 
~ give Notice sad she Raatons of his Return, that 
the Court may be the fooner able to dij " 
miffions for a tormal Treaty. — 
The Expectations of Peace are increas'd by Advi- 
ces from Paris of the 17th Inftant, which fay, the 
Dauphin hathalter'd his Refolution ofcommanding _ - 
in Flanders the eniuing Campaign. The Sexon rm 7 
Prn, a engpry woe my oun with Count Afer- 
cis Regiment mperial Horie, are encamp'd j 
the Neighbourhood of Brujjels ; oy tals iene 
of Corn and Forage are tran{ported to that Place and 
Ghent for the Service of the Confederate Army, 


They write from Aons, That the Elector of Bau 
varia had Advice, that an advanc’d Party of the 
Portuguexe Army had been defeated by the Spaniards. 


We hear from Languedoc, That their Corn, Olives . 


and Figs, were wholly deftroyed; but that 
havea hopeful Protpect of a mee Vintage, ey 
Akvertifements, 


Hereas many falfe and {purious Editions of a late P, 

inritled, MUSCIPULA. By Mr, Hold{worth, of Maga. 
Col. Oxon. have been lately’ publiih’d : Thefe are to certify 
thet the Genuine Copy will be publith’d on Monday next with 
Jarge Additions and Corrections : To which will be pretix’d, a 
Reprefentation of the Cambrian Paradifé, curioufly engraven. 

Printed for E,\Curll, at the Peacock without Temple-Bar. 
N.°B. The Author is now in Town, and corrcéts the 
Prefs himfclt. The Works of the Earls of Rechefter, and 
Rofcommon’: To which is added, a Colleétion of Original Po- 
ems, by the moft‘eminent Hantls; among which are, Baucis 
and Philemon, Mrs. Hatris’s Petition, and Cupid’s Contrivance: 
By a Gaer ie Tale “ — Pr.$ 3. A new-Edition, 

ing the correéteit Excant, etrocius Arbiter. Pr. 1:6. 

Bothy Printed for E. Cll.” > Oe OR 
*,” ¥efterday was Publith’d, for the Month of April, 
Atlas Geographus : Or, a cumpicat Syitem ‘of Geography, An- 
cient and M‘idern ; with Two hundred uew Mapsa urs. This 
#2th Month contains Trent, with the Account of the Council 
there, Salezburgh; Circle of Bavaria, Ratisbon, with a particu. 
jar Account of the Ivier, the Upper and Lower Palatinate, the 


Cigcles ot Swabia, Frayconia, 8c, Wirtemberg, M » 


‘with a Map of au cthefe Countrics,+and fo down towards the 


Nethertands, which comes next Month. Printed by J. i 

the Savoy ; and Sold by B. Basher, C.King, 8.1 A Weta 
In, H. Grements, A.B ll, R. Parker, &. Smich, and J. Morphew 
nef Stati oners-Hai, Where may be had the preceding Munths. 
Pr. 1s.each, Thofe that take themin Monthly, are detur'd not co 
bind then till Zuope pe compleated, which" will be it’ dbout 7 
Mo. (ths, and in which will be near'80 new Maps, Tables,’ and 


Cus. 

Lately publith’d, 
we A New Set of CU Ls tor tae C mmon Prayer, 55 in 
Number, fi exceeding aiy done in Great Britain betore, Ens 
graven by J. Secure: And foid by hint in Golden-Lion-Court, 
Alderigate itreee; R. Whitiecge in Ave Mary-Laue ; J. Mor= 
phew, and J. Hoard, near Staroners-Hall, Pi. 3 5 





{ 


Sold by John Morpkew near Stationers-Hall , where Advertifements are taken in. 
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